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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Good Morning 
 
I am pleased to be with you for this first international conference - Global Trends In 

Management, IT and Governance in an e-World (E-MIG 2017) jointly organised by the 
Open University of Mauritius (OU) and the University of Kwala Zula Natal (UKZN). A 
warm welcome to the overseas delegates. I hope your stay in Mauritius is a 
pleasant one. 
 
We are pleased to note that this inaugural workshop also focuses on Information 
and Communication Technology.  
Our Government puts a lot of emphasis on education at all levels as well as on the 
use of technology for teaching and learning. The annual expenditure on education 
is around 15 billion rupees which represents 12.7% of the total expenditure.  
We have endeavoured to keep a low average pupil-teacher ratio of 24 at primary 
level and 13 at secondary level. 



 
We would like to ensure that every child has at least nine years of basic and 
continuous education. That’s why I initiated the recent reforms…. 
The Government of Mauritius is leaving no stone unturned in the field of ICT. Today 
we have more than 140 mobiles for every 100 habitants. Internet subscription is 
rising, reaching out to 86 habitants out of every 100. The quality of ICT is also 
improving. Our schools are not only equipped with computers but nearly all of them 
also have access to Internet. 
 
In Mauritius, not only primary and secondary education is free but undergraduate 
education is also free at the University of Mauritius. Moreover we also provide free 
transport to all students studying full-time at all levels. 
All textbooks are given free to everyone at primary level. Here I wish to point out 
that these books are available in both soft and hard copies. 
We are offering Tablet PCs free to all students of selected grades. 
We are trying to connect learners, teachers, schools and parents. That’s why we 
are giving access freely to Microsoft Office 365 and MOODLE e-learning platform. 
As from January 2018, we will be offering online and coaching freely to students of 
grades 7 to 9 through the Student Support Programme. 
Soon the whole country will have 350 free WIFI zones, thus opening access to the 
internet for every citizen. 
 
 
As you can see Mauritius has already embarked on a journey to leverage 
technology for teaching and learning more than a decade ago.  
Technology is fast reshaping the way we live and work at such an alarming rate, 
that the only constant is change itself. We must stay curious, to anticipate what is 
around the next bend, and to imagine the possibilities that technology can offer in 
order to future proof our children.  
 
Experts agree that we are in the Second Machine Age. It is an age where machines 
and computers are able to perform complex and “intelligent” tasks that were once 
considered uniquely human. Although they still don’t have the power to do what 
humans can do, I strongly believe that they are not far! I strongly believe that we 
should stay curious and be open to new possibilities. In a race between humans 
and machines, humans must not do what machines can do better. 
We must learn to work with technology and not against it. We must stay curious 
and have the courage to imagine new possibilities and experiment with innovative 
practices. From self-driving cars to new technologies that can diagnose illnesses, 
these innovations challenge us to rethink they way we teach and learn as well as 
complete all other processes. In the digital age, there will be a massive churning 
out of jobs. It is likely to change the lives of our citizens profoundly. The 
implications of these changes are significant but one thing is clear - education must 
equip our students with the necessary competencies to race with and not race 
against technology 
 
That’s why I support such conferences that are multi-disciplinary. Being digitally 
literate is not just being equipped with technical skills; it is about being equipped 
with the 21st century competencies to collaborate with others, engage in lifelong 
learning through technology, and make the space they live in a better one.  
 
I am very pleased to see our Open University collaborating with a reputed 
institution like the University of KwaZula Natal. I anticipate that this collaboration 
will trigger many exchanges and help our academics gather research expertise as 



my ministry has earmarked Rs 50 m for research initiatives. 
 
I would like researchers, academics and all participants to enlighten us on the 
impact that technology is likely to have on the way we live, study and work. We 
would like to be informed how we can harness the power of technology. We cannot 
assume that just because we can handle technology, that we know how to use 
technology optimally. There is no roadmap for the digital world. We need to give 
every student and citizen a compass and to help them develop navigation skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


