
Good morning to the Honorable Ministers, Respected Vice Chancellor and Director General, other invited 
guests, my colleagues, friends and special invited guests. 

Sawubona and Namaste – I bring you warm greetings from Sunny South Africa. 

On behalf of the orgranising committee, both at UKZN and OU, I welcome you to the first joint 
multidisciplinary eMIG Conference, being held in Mauritius. 

The journey to this event began in 2015, with a casual meeting of my colleague, Mr Appavoo, at the DIPECC 
Conference, hosted at the University of Mauritius. The following day I was invited as a panelist at the OU’s PhD 
research seminar, and since then the OU has become my second home, in Mauritius. This collaboration was 
formalized with an MoU being signed by UKZN and OU in May 2016. In the past 18 months, this MoU has been 
active, with external examination of more than 8 OU PhD students by senior members of staff at UKZN, virtual 
presentations at OU PhD Research Seminars by senior academics from UKZN, guest lectures to UKZN students 
by anOU academic, participation by the OU Director General as keynote speaker, and 5 other OU academic 
presentations at the UKZN Higher Education Conference in September 2017, and most importantly this big 
event, eMIG 2017. 

146 papers were submitted for this conference, from 8 countries which include the host countries of South 
Africa and Mauritius, as well as Zambia, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Nigeria and India. After a rigorous 
double blind review process 123 papers were accepted for presentation, on a range of topics within the 
disciplines of Information Technology, Law, Management and Governance. We hope that this collaborative 
journey has only just begun and that there will be many more fruitful interactions in the coming months. 

The planning for eMIG 2017 commenced in January this year. Like with all events of this nature, personally it 
has been both a challenging yet rewarding experience. As one of the Organising Chairs of this conference I 
would like to express my sincerest gratitude to the following people: 

1. The Vice Chancellor of UKZN, Dr Albert van Jaarsveld, and the Director General of the OUM, Dr Kaviraj 
Sharma Sukon for their support, and more especially for taking time to participate in this conference; 

2. Senior Academics and Staff at UKZN, in particular, Prof Managay Reddi, Prof Harold Nglawa, Prof 
Marita Carnelley, Mrs Delzeen Stone and Mrs Adele van Heerden for all their guidance in the  hosting 
of this conference; 

3. The OU and UKZN committee members, for their dedication, time, guidance and sincere efforts in 
making this event possible. It has been 10 months of regular meetings, a flurry of emails, and regular 
messages that has taught me a great deal about joint conference hosting, with 2 universities in 2 
different countries, who are structurally so different; 

4. The keynote speakers and panelists, for enhancing the value of this conference with their 
participation, 

5. All the academics, students and attendees who have shown interest in this event and are here today 
to participate, we are grateful for your support; 

6. The Reviewers who, through their detailed reviews, helped us to ensure the quality of papers 
accepted; 

7. All sponsors, who have contributed towards this event, thank you; 
8. And finally, my parents who have encouraged me and supported me in my role as conference 

organizer. 

We look forward to the variety of interesting papers, keynote speeches and panel discussions over the next 2 
days, and hope that your knowledge will be enriched by them. 

If there is anything we can assist with during the conference, please do not hesitate to contact any of the 
committee members and if there are any shortcomings, hope you will pardon us. 

I now have the privilege of introducing you to our Vice Chancellor, Dr Albert van Jaarsveld. 

 


