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My name is Govin Appavoo, Senior Academic at the Open University. 

On behalf of the Open University of Mts and the  UKZN, I would like to extend a warm welcome to all 

of you to the e-MIG Conference 2017 which is being hosted for the first time in Mauritius from 8-10 

November and which has as main theme - Emerging Trends in Management, IT and Governance in 

an e-World. The genesis of this joint collaboration started after an MOU was signed between the 

two universities in 2016 and subsequent meetings held in Mauritius and South Africa. While the two 

institutions differ in many ways - one has a long history with over 50000 students mostly on campus 

and the other one - relatively young with around 5000 learners studying by the Open and Distance 

Learning mode, this has not prevented us from bringing our resources together to organize this 

inaugural event and thus foster south-south university collaboration. Working from two different 

geographical locations has not been without challenges but thanks to technological advancement, 

much has been toiled to reap the fruit that we see today - Delegates from different universities of 

Africa, Asia and Mauritius will be using this conference platform during these three days to share 

expertise and knowledge. There is no doubt that connections will be established, joint projects 

developed and networking of researchers fostered.  We envisaged that there will be academic 

discourse at high levels. Beyond the traditional keynote addresses, paper presentations and plenary 

sessions, site visits have been included in the programme to showcase some of the best practices in 

highly successful institutions in Mauritius, hence promoting the public-private partnership, so vital 

for the economic success of our country, but which we also anticipate will spearhead research to the 

next level. We are thankful to Ceridian, Oracle and the Board of Investment Mauritius for partnering 

with us and thus enriching the programme of this conference. We have also been favoured by the 

generous contributions from ABC Banking, J. Kalachand, Harel Mallac and MTML.  

 

In 2015, at a conference like this one, I met someone who dared to dream. She is no one less than 

the academic champion of the MOU between our two universities. I have the pleasure now to invite 

the organizing chair from  UKZN,  Dr Upasana Singh, to give her address.  

 


